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SOCIETY'S OPEN HOUSE WEEK 
INCREASES MEMBERSHIP 


Washington's Birthday and the following 
week brought several hundred visitors to 
our Open House observance, This marked 
the first visit to the Shaw Mansion for 
many, including the youngest generation, 
Special exhibits were highlighted by six 
letters from General Washington to Nath- 
aniel Shaw, Jr., and four letters to Mr. 
Shaw from Benedict Arnold. Rare pamph- 
lets illustrative of the 18th and 19th 
century religious and literary life of 
New London and Connecticut were shown. A 
collection of Moses and Stevens Rogers 


memorabilia was assembled, including por- 


traits of the two captains and Mrs, Ste- 
vens Rogers, also a small desk believed 
to have been presented to Captain Moses 
by Robert Fulton for use during his his- 


toric Atlantic crossing in the steamship 


Savannah in 1819, 


Members of the Society served as hosts 

on Sunday and Monday and reported a lively 
interest in the Mansion and its collec- 
tions, This interest was given formal 
expression by some fifty persons who en- 
rolled as annual members. One life mem 
bership has also been received. 


This response to our Open House Day has 


te us to plan for more occasions 
cf " this sort, Thanks are here given for 
the tireless efforts of many members in 
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the compilation of mailing lists, the 
decoration of the Mansion, the prepara- 
tion of refreshments and the various 
duties as hosts. Their generous con- 
tributions made the happy week possible, 


The Society also extends its thanks to 
those who graciously acknowledged by 

telephone or letter the receipt of the 
first issue of the Quarterly Bulletin, 


CONNECTICUT LEAGUE ANNUAL MEETING 
AT SIMSBURY 9 MAY 


The annual meeting of the Connecticut 
League of Historical Societies will be 
held at Simsbury on Saturday, 9 May. 
Details of this meeting will be made 
available as they are received, Attend 
ance at this meeting is urged as a mark 
of appreciation for the fine services 
rendered by President Waterman, who is 
retiring from office, 


The calendar of League Meetings for the 
coming year is appended for your conven- 
lence, 


9 May Annual Meeting Simsbury 


18 July Summer Meeting Madison 


17 October Fall Meeting New Canaan 


16 January Winter Meeting New Haven 


NOTES ON THE RESTORATION OF 
THE GARDENS AT THE SHAW MANSION 


In 1947 the New London Garden Club, being 
relieved of the obligation to subscribe to 
war funds, cast about for some civic im 
provement with which to occupy itself. Two 
were decided upon: the planting of trees 
along the city streets to replace those 
lost in the hurricanes of '38 and '44, and 
the restoration of the grounds of the Shaw 
Mansion, home of the New London County 
Historical Society. 


Christopher Tunnard, head of the landscape 
department of the Yale Architectural School, 
was engaged to draw a plan for the gardens, 
as all trace of the original layout had 
vanished, As the Garden Club had not money 
enough to finance the project entirely, 
contributions from interested people were 
solicited, many of which took the form of 
memorials. A list of these memorials hangs 
in the hall of the Mansion, 


The parterre, accented with boxwood and 
planted with old fashioned flowers suitable 
to an 18th century garden, embellishes the 
dignified facade of the garden side of the 
house, and makes a lovely picture from the — 
fine window in the upper hall. The shrub- 
bery and trees help to screen the inharm 
onious surroundings, as well as forming a 
background.for the masses of tulips which 
make a brilliant show in May. 


The beautiful gazebo, one ofthe finest in 
this country, gazes down at well~kept 


planting, its base clothed in yews instead 


of rearing up forlornly from a barren ledge. 


Mr. Tunnard's plan called for a granite re- 
taining wall topped by a yew hedge, to com 
plete the rectangle of the upper lawn, 

When the old Jedediah Huntington house, 
"Mount Vernon," was destroyed in '51, the 
granite curb came to the Shaw Mansion for 
this feature. So at least a fragment of 
that noble place is saved in the grounds of 
the Historical Society, itself fortunately 
preserved from a like fate, 


The New London Garden Club won a bronze 
medal from the Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut, awarded for the garden and 
the tree planting program. 
both these projects owes a great deal to 
the help received from the city and the 
citizens who benefit thereby. 
~-M.A, 


dimensions. 


The success of... 


CUSTOM HOUSE A NEGLECTED 
ARCHITECTURAL TREASURE 


It has been said that no masterpiece of 
art or architecture greatly arouses the 
interest of the people to whom it is a 
birth-right -- in America. This is a 
lamentable state of affairs, but one 
masterpiece of architecture in New Lon- 
don is perhaps overlooked more because of 
its dirt and grime than because of public 
apathy. 


The Custom House still carries the dig- 
nity and elegance that is the hall mark 

of Robert Mills. This versatile man was 
the first native American architect whose 
training was not European nor the out- 
growth of an allied craft. Mills, a South 
Carolinian, worked under three of the 
greatest early American architects: 

Hoban, Jefferson and Latrobe. 


When Andrew Jackson named Mills Architect 
of Public Buildings in 1836, he was al- 
ready a person of distinction. His work 


on public buildings had gone into the 


varying fields of prison reform, acous~ 
tics and fireproofing. 


Oddly enough, the New London Custom House 


was done before Mills was appointed Fed- 
eral Architect, This, built in 1833, and 
those at Middletown, New Bedford and New- 
buryport are excellent examples of Mills! 
work for utilitarian buildings. They 
were criticized in their day as being 
plain and barn-like. However, they are 
what every public building should be: 
funetional, durable and economical. The 
interiors are much alike with brick walls 
and coved ceilings, and fairly standard 
New London's is particularly 
fortunate in its handsome staircase. 


It may have been these government build- 
ings that were the cause of Mills being 
made the Federal Architect, a post for 
which he first applied in 1815. But more 
probably the reason was that with the 
Treasury Building begun in 1836 and the 
Patent Office and Post Office coming up 
in 1839, it was necessary to attach Mills 
to the government in order to avoid 
charges of favoritism. 


Mills died in 1855, at seventy-four, in 


his Washington home, surrounded by the 
finest monuments any man can have -— his 


own works. 
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Through the courtesy of Mr, Tietjen, 
Deputy Collector of the New London Custom 
House, the plans and manuscript specifica- 
tions of the building are being photostat- 
ted for the Society!s collections, 
--L.P.L, 


UNION CATALOG OF EARLY NEW LONDON 
IMPRINTS IN PREPARATION 


The riches of the Society's library in the 
period of early New London County printing 
are being revealed as the work of a group 
of county librarians and historical society 
representatives progresses toward the es- 
tablishment of a catalog of 18th and early 
19th century imprints. 


Miss Hazel A. Johnson, Connecticut College 
librarian, has provided headquarters for 
the monthly meetings at Palmer Library, and 
she is aeting as secretary. Dwight C. Ly- 
man is chairman of the group. | 


Each participating library has begun by 
listing early county imprints in its col- 
lection for transfer to a master index, 
Such a listing will enable each library to 
know the location of such early printings 


Plants are we 
. of the wild sea 
_.:: and rocky shore 
.. Borne by the waves 
From hidden caves 
When storm winds roar, 


This volume contains a flyleaf inscription 
by Phineas T. Barnum dated September 1857. 


SUMMER COURSES OFFERED IN ARCHIVES 
ADMINISTRATION AND GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 


An announcement of summer study courses in 
Archives Administration and Genealogical 
Research has been received from the Amer- 
ican University School of Social Sciences 
and Public Affairs. The course in the pre- 
servation and administration of archives, 
scheduled for June 22 = July 27 in Wash- 
ington, is offered in cooperation with the 
National Archives and Records Service, the 
Library of Congress, and the Maryland Hall 
of Records. It is designed to familiarize 
the student with the most important phases 
of work with records and manuscripts and 
to give him practical experience in the 
field. The program for the course in gen- 
ealogical research, under sponsorship of 


as are not to be found in its own collection.the American Society of Genealogists, will 


Fine examples of the craft of the Green 
family, early New London printers, have 
been cataloged by our Library Committee. 
Almanacs, sermons, political tracts, broad- 
sides and other documents bearing valued 
imprints place the New London County His- 
torical Society in the lead of this en-~ 


thusiastic group of searchers for the print- made by May 15. 


ing of an earlier time, 


CURRENT SHOW OF ALGAE ALBUMS 
STIRS INTEREST IN FORMER HOBBY 


several albums of sea mosses and marine 
plants found near New London are being 
shown at the Mansion as reminders of a 


include lectures on scientific genealogical 
methods and their applications for histor- 
ical and other purposes. Research assign- 
ments will introduce students to the use 

of materials in the National Archives and 
other repositories, 


Application for these courses should be 
Here is an opportunity for 
the Connecticut League of Historical Socie- 
ties to sponsor an able worker who might 
pass on the benefits derived from such a 
course to workers in other member socicties. 


FREQUENT: EXHIBIT CHANGES BRING 
INTERESTING MATERIAL TO LIGHT 


popular hobby of the mid-nineteenth century. The storage facilities of historical soc- 


These algae have been preserved and arrang- 
ed to form unbelievably delicate patterns, 
The Ladies! New London Algean Society is 
represented by a number of beautiful pages. 
One volume, collected and arranged by Eliza 
M. French, New London, 1851, contains a 
manuscript poem by the collector with the 
following lovely lines: 


ieties are heavily burdened at all times, 
This abundance of material suggests the 
desirability of periodic surveys and a 
rotation of exhibits to permit the display 
of some of the interesting and possibly 
rare items which may otherwise lie neglect~ 
ed. During our preparation for Opon House 
Week we discovered several portraits which 
had been gathering dust for years, One 
entire display of closely related objects 
was assembled from items scattered in 
closets and attic. 


The work of shifting material and providing 
fresh case linings where needed, the moving 
of cases to better lighted positions, the 
rehanging of pictures, and the preparation 
of fresh labels resulted in a new look for 
one of our rooms, and the general stimulus 
that comes with change. We know that this 
shifting of case exhibits and the rearrange- 
ment of entire rooms from time to time is 
appreciated by those who visit the Mansion 
frequently. 


ITEMS WANTED COLUMN 
Dear Members and other Friends: 


Please phone Miss Marion E. Clarke, Sec'y, 
New London 5567, if you are interested in 
donating any of the following: 


BOOKS WANTED, Second Hand 


Diary of Joshua Hempstead, September 1714 - 
November 1758. 

History of New London, Conn. By Frances 
Manwaring Caulkins. | 7 


HOUSEHOLD GOODS, New or Used 
Lace table cloth, 2 yds x 25 yds or larger 


Large silver tray to hold the silver ser~ 
vice given by Mr. & Mrs. Herbert G, Huntley 
(for which we are most grateful) _ 


Coin silver spoons to add to the collection 
of 35 from the Lewis and Edgar families, 
given so generously by Mr. & Mrs. Clark E. 
Edgar, 


Card tables for use at the Mansion 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
li Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 


Return Postage Guaranteed 
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SOME RECENT GIFTS 


China tea service, Civil War roster, dis- 
charge papers -- Mr, William Thomas, — 
Coventry 


Electric coffee maker 
--Dr, and Mrs. Jd, Warren Horton 
Six teaspoons  --Miss Elizabeth Sweet 


Framed map of New London 5 
--Mr. and Mrs, Herbert G.. Huntley 


Spanish War picture, frames and books 
~-Miss Alice Jennings 
Books » -~~Mr. Raymond J. Walker 
“ive dozen cups and saucers, generously 
tonated by -- Mrs. W. Ellery Allyn; Mrs, 
Christopher L. Avery; Mrs. Leon J. Bascom; 
Mrs. Clifford H. Belden; Mrs. Wilson Brown. 
Mrs, Laurence A. Chappell; Mrs. J. William 
Clarke; Miss Marion E, Clarke; Mrs. Ralph 
H. Dempwolf; Mr. Edwin Dimock; Mrs. C. 
Hadlai Hull; Mrs. Ivor E. G. Hunter; Mr. 
Edmund ©, Johnston; Miss Rose F., Levitt; 
Atty. and Mrs. Francis F. McGuire; Mrs. 
G. R. O'Connor; Miss Gertrude Palmer; 
Mrs. Ernest E. Rogers; Mrs. E. Gorton 
Rogers; Mrs. Elmer H. Spaulding, 


The Society's telephone number is 3-1209 


The Mansion is open daily except Sunday 
1 to 4 p.m, 
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